Rodders Honor Veterans on Father's Day
by Tim Irby
 
The day was humid and hot in the mid 90’s …a typical summer day in Arkansas.  Yet, 130 hot rods showed up for the annual Dad’s Ole Car Day at the VA Hospital in North Little Rock, Arkansas.  Every year this event, which is held on Father’s Day and hosted by CAMS Car Club of Sherwood, has more and more participants.  That’s because it’s more than a car show.  More than a cruise-in.  It’s a car lover’s heaven and a perfect way to honor our veterans who are in the hospital primarily requiring long-term physical therapy.  
 
Because it’s Father’s Day, there are lots of family and friends who come for a visit.  And most of them spend time with the hot rods as well.  
 
As I stood in the shade at the overflowing parking lot, I could see the anticipation on the faces of every patient, guest and health care provider who came by.  Most of the patient’s were in wheel chairs being pushed by a hospital employee.  Some were even lying on a mobile bed.  Not much was going to deter this group of veterans from seeing the cars and reliving their past.
 
Everything was free, which included hot dogs and cookies by Golden Corral Restaurant, ice cream by Coleman Dairy, drinks by Sherwood Beverage and Polar Ice provided the much-needed ice.  Gorden O’Steen brought his ’55 Chevy with portable sound system and played that magnificent cruisin’ music all day. 
 
While this is not a competitive car show and is free to everyone, CAMS still honored two cars.  A Participant’s Choice plaque went to Jim and Jane Clark who’s perfect 1960 Jaguar Mark 9 was stunning.  And the People’s Choice award was given to Woody Usery for his 1955 red and white Chevrolet.
 
It was the fifth consecutive year that CAMS hosted the event.  CAMS president, Jim Larmoyeux, said the club would once again host the event on Father’s Day 2010.   

